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Kantian Theory
1. Why might this practice risk being unethical, according to a Kantian? Where would a Kantian draw the line when it comes to these tactics?
This action risks being unethical because it does not fulfill the duty of a police officer. Generally, Kantian theories are based on the idea that what determines the rightness or the wrongness of an action is the ability of action to fulfill our moral duties but not the consequence of an action (Rachels & Rachels , 2012). For example, the police officers have a moral duty of ensuring that the suspects give credible evidence when they are in their right senses but not when they are being coerced. By engaging in aggressive forms of questioning when they are interviewing both the suspects and the witness, the police officers are going against their main duty when interrogating the suspects. As aforementioned, Kantian believes action is morally wrong if it does not fulfill the moral duty. Therefore, by going against their moral duty, the actions of the police are unethical. To ensure that the police’s action of interviewing the patient remains ethical throughout, a Kantian would draw the line on the means that are being used to get information from the suspects. If the police are going to use force to coerce the suspects to give evidence, a Kantian will consider the action of the police unethical. However, if the police will let the suspects exercise self-autonomy during the interview, a Kantian will consider the action of the police ethical.  
2. Would a Kantian say that Amir's father is doing something immoral?
Yes, a Kantian will say that Amir’s father is doing an immoral thing. According to Kantian, human beings are the most valuable (priceless) creatures and because of that, we must treat them as an end but not always as means (Rachels & Rachels , 2012). With this statement, Kantian insinuates that we should treat all human beings well and not always force them to do the things we want them to do. In the scenario provided, Amir’s father is treating Amir as a means but not as an end. The reason behind this is that Amir’s father is assuming that Amir has no right to self-autonomy where he can decide by himself. Amir’s father is threatening to withdraw financial support and deny Amir education because Amir has gone against his wishes by choosing a different course. Therefore, Kantian will say that Amir’s father is not recognizing how valuable human beings are which is morally wrong. Also, It’s the responsibility of a parent to ensure that his or her children receive the best education. This means that the parents have a moral duty to educate their children regardless of the child’s behavior. In the scenario provided, Amir has gone against the wishes of his parents by pursuing a religious course as opposed to pursuing a medical course that parents want. As a result, the parent is threatening not to finance his education. According to Kantian, any action that does not fulfill our duties is morally wrong (Rachels & Rachels , 2012). Hence, by not financing Amir’s education, Amir’s father is going against his duty of educating his child which is morally wrong.
3. What would Kantians have to say about the morality of each of these “for your own good” laws?
Kantian would say that both laws are ethical because they serve to promote human value. Kantian believes that humans occupy a special place in creation and all other animals serve as the means to an end for human beings (Rachels & Rachels , 2012). Based on this argument by Kantian, it’s evident that protecting the lives of human beings is the prime duty of every human being. Therefore, the action of the New York City Mayor of proposing the banning of the sale of sodas in cups larger than 16 ounces is ethical. The reason behind this is that with this move, the Mayor seeks to promote the health of people in the city since the selling of sodas in cups larger than 16 ounces exposes the people in New York City to various health risks which are likely to reduce their lifespan. Similarly, a Kantian would say that the law adopted by Texas in 1985 is ethical because it serves to promote human life. Existing evidence has shown that the mortality rate due to road accidents is increasing by the day. One of the main causes of the increasing number of people dying from road accidents is the failure by the driver and the passengers to wear a seatbelt. Therefore, by adopting a law that requires everybody to wear a seatbelt, Texas will save many lives. Saving many lives is morally right according to Kantian because it promotes the dignity of human life.
4. How would Kantians assess this situation?
Kantians would view Edward Snowden as being morally right. Kantians believe that it's not the consequence of the action that determines its rightness or wrongness but rather, it’s the ability of the action to fulfill our duty (Rachels & Rachels , 2012). In the scenario provided Edward Snowden's action of leaking confidential information to the journalist had a negative consequence on his career. The reason behind this is that Snowden was charged with theft of government property. However, Kantians will argue that by leaking the classified information, Snowden was fulfilling his duties which is morally wrong. For example, in the United States, all citizens have a right to privacy and if the government wants to run surveillance, it has to obtain consent from the citizens in question. Therefore, by running surveillance on millions of Americans without obtaining their consent, the government was violating the right to privacy by its citizens. It’s the responsibility of the CIA body to collect and report any information that might pose a national security threat. Therefore, by exposing the government for violating the citizen's right to privacy, Snowden was fulfilling his duty. 


5. How would a Kantian advise Dr. Goldstein?
Kantians would advise Dr. Goldstein to follow the ethical principles in nursing in making the decision. One of the main nursing ethical principles is the principle of autonomy. The principle of autonomy stipulates that the patient has an absolute right to accept or deny the medical procedure that is to be carried out on him (Rachels & Rachels , 2012). In the scenario provided, the patient in question is Carli who is asking the doctor not to disclose her medical results to the mother. However, even though Carli has the absolute right in deciding who the doctor should show her medical results, she is still underage (17 years) which means that she cannot give informed consent. Generally, the guardian or the parent will be required to give informed consent in cases where the patient is underage. Therefore, Kantians will advise Dr. Goldstein to ignore the advice by Carli and reveal the medical results to her mother. Even though this action will have a negative consequence since Carli might refuse to continue with the treatment, the Doctor will have fulfilled his duty which is morally right according to Kantians.
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